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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Al! book reviews are by the editor in chief unless otherwise ex- 
pressly stated. 



A Treatise on the Modern Law of Evidence, by Charles Frederic 
Chamberlayne, Esq., of the Boston and New York Bars, Amer- 
ican Editor of Best's Principles of the Law of Evidence; Ameri- 
can Editor of the International Edition of Best on Evidence; 
American Editor of Taylor on Evidence. Volume 1. Adminis- 
tration. Albany, New York. Matthew Bender & Company. 
London, England, Sweet & Maxwell, Limited. 1911. Price of 
entire set, 4 Volumes, $28.00. 

Of making many books — on evidence — there is no end, but that 
there always has been need of a book severely practical and at the 
same time sufficiently theoietical to aid both the practitioner and 
the student, has been apparent. The work of Mr. Chamberlayne, 
the first volume of which is now before us, is one in which the 
theoretical portion of the treatment is subordinated to the practical 
and yet without losing sight of the fact that any treatise upon evi- 
dence must necessarily have in it much that deals with the theoret- 
ical side of the question. Men like Thayer or Wigmore have. written 
works whose value to the profession can hardly be overestimated, 
but if this work of Mr. Chamberlayne is continued, as we have every 
reason to believe it will be, in the same careful and thorough man- 
ner with which the first volume has been written, it will not only 
supplement those works, but to a certain extent supplant them. As 
a working tool the author seems to have used every labor-saving 
device possible to the law writer. His phraseology is simple and 
concise and in most instances we can find the judicial phraseology 
adopted. The author seems to have examined with extreme care 
and thoroughness not only our s.tate and federal jurisdiction but the 
law in cases from Canada, England and her colonies. We have 
been particularly struck with the accuracy of the author's terminol- 
ogy and with the marked ability with which he has put in small 
space and in the most scientific manner the vital and fundamental 
principles of judicial administration to which the present volume 
is confined. Mr. Chamberlayne is peculiarly fitted for a work of 
this character, being not only a lawyer of extensive practice and 
ability but a man who more than twenty-five years ago edited Best's 
"Principles of Evidence" the American Edition of "Taylor on Evi- 
dence," in three volumes, and in 1905 writing the greater part of the 
Article on Evidence in Cyc. He has thus brought to the prepara- 
tion of this work practice, as well as theory, and we think that the 
profession is to be congratulated upon the preparation and publica- 
tion of this work, which in our judgment, in thecourse of a very few 
years, will take its place as the leading treatise upon this subject. 



